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By EDW 4 ſt Lord _y of Down & Connor. 


DUBLIN, 
Prineed for Williay: Norman, Bliphal Dobſon, and Patrick, 
arid Bookſellers. 1695. 


"| Thurſday, the vgib of Offer, 16355 =" 
C 4 hd | a) | 4 w 


By the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral in Parliament Aſſembled, 


Ordered, 


hat the Earl of Droghedah, and the Lord Viſcount 
| Bleſfenton, do give the Thanks of this Honſe to tha 

Lord Biſhop of Down for his Sermpn Preached before this 
Houſe at Chriſt-Church on Tueſday laft, being the Day ap- 
pointed for a, General Thankſbiying for bis Majeſty's, and 
his Allies, ſo great Succeſs in Taking the Town and Caſtle 
of Namur, and preſerving His Majeſty's ſacred Perſon 
from the many dangers ts which he-was ſo frequently ex- 
pos'd during the Siege 3. and that his Lordſhip be defited 


ro cauſe his Sermon to be Printed. p 
Gerard Bar. ler. 


Parliamentor... 
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Pſal. 135. later part of the 20th Verſe. . 
Ye that fear the Lord, Bleſs the Lord. 


HE Pſalm owt of which I have choſen theſe words, is 4 

Hyma of Praiſes. and it is obſervable in the manner, or 

ſtile of theſe Hymns, that the Compoſer generally calls 

upon all around him, upon irrational, and inanimate 

things, ſometimes, as well as upon perſons, to joyn with hin, in 
the coma of the great perſon whom he celebrates ; and 
the holy Pſalmiſt, who very well undertood all the Schemes and 
Elegancies of Poeſie, ſometimes does the like, as when he calls up- 
on every thing that has breath, upon the Sun, Moon, arid Stars, the 
Mountains'and Rivers, to praiſe the Lord, But in this Pſalm he 
calls upon thoſe who are under a more ſtrit and peculiat obligati= 
on, as well as afted by a more Zealous, and ws. Diſpoſition, te 
praiſe him" The Servants of the Lord, ſuch as fund in the houſe of 
the Lord, in the Courts of the houſe of his God, Then he goes on to 
deſcribe the great and mighty things, that God had done for his 
People, the Tokens and Wonders, the Mercies and Deliverances, the 


B Victories 
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ViRories and Succeſſes over their numerous, and powerful Ene- 
mies : From thence he proceeds to deſpiſe, and deride the filly I- 
dols of the Heathens, and to ſhew that it is the greateſt folly and 
ſtupidity in the World, to expeCQ.any thing like theſe from themz 
That thoſe that make *c-, are like unto *em, and fo are all they that 
pus their truſt in *em. And,at laſt he calls upon thole, who were 
the remarkable Objects, as welhas the liviggj Monuments of Gags 
geodneſs and mercy,to joy. Wit him, har the whale Howe of 
Iſrael, eſpecially the Houſe of Levi, would bleſs the Lord : That 
all that feer bim, that fis every one, that has a true Senſe of Picty, 
would ſhow it, in the Exerciſe of this great Duty of publick wor. 
ſhip, invocation; and praiſe of his moſt holy, Name, for his goodneſs. 
and mercy. * T7: that fear the Lorn; Bleſs the Lord. 


>-Where-we are not- to- underſtand by fear, that awinl, uneaſy 
paſſion of dread, and terrour, which is apt to ariſe from a concep- 
tion of the divine, Juſtice and, Vengeance, but we areto take it in 
a larger Senſe, for a certain habir, or diſpoſition of mind, that in- 
clines men to @ Religious Raverence of the divine Effence and At- 
tributes. The holy Scripture underftand's ſometimes, by the fear 
of the Lord; the whole of Religion, Ger. 20. 11. Surely. the fear of 
304, 1s not in this place.” Theſe arc the words of Abraham, who was 
«frald that the men of Gerar, woyld ſlay him upan the account of 
his Wife, Peranlo egy hadio ſenſgof Religion.amongft *tmzThe 
wiſe man. tells 'us, that the fear of the Lord is the eginning of 
Knowledge : and the Plalmiſt calls men to him), that he may teach 
thetn'the Fear of the Lord, that is, that he may inftruQ %em in the 
duties. of Religion, nay. ſometimes the holy Writers expels by the 
fear of the Lord, ſome aCts of the mind, that are excluſive of that 
paſſion ; Prov. 14. 26. Is the fear of the Lord, is ftirong Confidence, 
and AZ. 9.31. Weare told of walking in the Fear of the Lord, and 
Comfort. Now Comfort, and Confidence, having nothing to do with 
Fear, according to the uſual rift Senſe of the word; by the fear 
of the Lord in theſe places mult needs be meant-a habit of Piery, 
or that Religious ReſpeR, and Reverence that is due to God. 


And * 
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Ho 
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 Andas we are not te take fear in this place, in the ftriQ-Senſe of 
the -werd; So neither are we-to underſtand by bleſſing the Lord,the 
bare act of praiſing his holy; Name with our lips only, which is a 
thing may poſlibly be. done when our hearts are tar from him, buta 
ſirm ſettÞPd habit of thanktulneſs for all his Favours, which upon fir 
and proper accaſions, ſhall break out into ſuch a&s as denote our 
tonour,/and eſteem, of him before men, and our Zeal for his Glory; 
ſuch as publick declarations of our gratitude, for his general favours 
towards us, and our folemn praiſes and thankſgivings, for his 
more immediate and extroardinary Mercies, and Deliverances. 


The Words being thus underſtood, offer to our conſideration 
theſe two things, 1: here is a: duty injoyn'd, to Bleſs the Lord. 
2aly. Here is a certain habit or diſpoſition of mind, which they are 
fuppos'd to have, that are call'd upon to this duty, and that is The 
Fear of the Lord. Now becauſe this laſt is but ſuppos'd here only, 
and the former is look*d upon as a.conſequent of it,] ſhall begin with 
thelater ; That habit of Religious Worſhip and Reverence towards 
God, which is the foundation of the devotional part of Religion, 
concernin3 which, I ſhall inquire 1ft, what are the ſeeds from 
whence it grows, or what are the conliderations from whence {0- 
ber and thinking men reaſon-theraſclves 1nto this habit of Piety 
and Devotion towards God. 

24ly, I ſhall conſider the duty. it felt, of Blefling God,and in what 
it confilts, and, when this is done, I ſhall in the 34 place eadeavour: 
to ſhew you that they who thus fear the Lord, are the fitteſt per- 
tons in the World to bleſs and praiſe him. 

1. Then, I look upon this habit of fearing God to be a ditats 
of the Law of Nature, as much as any part of the moral Law 
whatſoever, if we ſuppoſe the being of a God, which mult be tip» 
pos'd, as the Foundation of all certaia. Truths, as weil as of all 
Religion. 

Now, as to the being of a God, the conſtant Senſe, and practice. 
of every Ape, and Natioo of tae World, that we can have any 
manner of account of in ſtory, do abundantly confirm this, iala- 
much as if here and there, 2n. Atheiſt, or Anti-religionit be meg 

Loh + 


— - Lhd > noe err nr rn - =_ a = = ” | —} 


[ED 


tion'd, he' ſeems to ſtand upon Record, as' fome monſtrous, and 
uncouth produCQtion, for which humane Nature, is not accountable, 
but it may be ſaid perhaps that this ſenſe of a Deity, and the pions 
regards, that' have been conffantly paid to it,is a notion invented, 
and inſtilPd, into the minds of men, by cunning Politicians, who 
found it difficult to Govern the World withour itz I confeſs in- 
deed, that to Govern the World without it, is not only difficult, 
but impoſſible, which is no diſparagment, but a great honour to 
Religion, and a great Argument of the truth of it, but it does 
not therefore follow that it was contriv'd by Politicians; for beſides 
that, it is very hard to conceive, that all the Politicians of every 
Age and Nation/in'the world ſhould ſo luckily hit upon the fame 
State Maxim, who differ almoſt in every thing in the world be- 
fides. I think it is ſufficiently unaccountable, how the molt rude 
and barbarous Nations, and ſuch amongſt %em, as never convers'd 
with a Polititian in their lives, ſhou'd, upon the firſt dawning of 
Reaſon, diſcover this Notion intheir minds, and expreſs it in 
their praCtice. 


Te remains therefore, that Piety and Devotion-towards God, and 
the neceſſity of our Addreſſes to him, which is the thing here ex- 
preſt by the Fear of the Lord, is a dictate of the Law of Nature, and 
15 indeed a Conſequence eaſily deducible from our ſeirls of our own 
wents, andof the divine goodnefs, and Power to redreſs 'em. And 
that theſe wants are great, and this goodneſs, and Power (to which 
we apply our felves for relicf) infinite, are two of the firſt, and prin- 
cipal truths to which the humane underſtanding does clearly and 
diſtintly attain. 

But we Chriſtians, whoſe underſtandings are aſſiſted by an additi- 
onal, and greater light, the Revelation of the will of God, made to 
us in his holy Word, are got only diſtin&tly inform'd of this matter 
in general,but the nature of our wants,the ſevers| kinds, degrees,and 
eccaſions of 'em, the miſery of our Condition, it they be not re- 
drefs't, the infinite power, and nnſpeakable mercics of God, the 
great and ſignal inftances of his favour to finful men, his kind, and 
gracious invitations of thoſe who have provok'd him,”and his avs 

jo miſe 


— - wa - oe oe” — 


OT nm 


— - —_—__— -_ 


Miſe 'of receiving *em,as oft as hoy make their applications inthe 
way that he has preſcrib'd, are all revald to us in Scripture, and 
every one of theſe,'is a clear, and forcible Argumeat upon vus,to fix 
in our minds this Fear of the Loyd, this habit of Reverence, 
and this reſolution of waiting upon him in his holy Ordinances, for 
a ſupply and continuance of his benefits. 

It we look into our wants, they are ſuch, as cither relate to our 
Spiritual, or Temporal Conditions. 

Our Spiritual Condition is very deplorable by the fall of our 
firſt Parents, and by that fomes peccatz, as the School-men call ir, 
which they have communicated to our Natures. It has like a 
ſtrong diſeaſe, corrupted our whole maſs, and ſpead it's ill influence 
thro? all the faculties of our ſouls. It has blinded our underſtandings 
with error. and prejudice, and perverted our wills, with our luſts & 
paſſions, inſomuch that ſcarce our moſt holy duties, are free from 
ſome or other ill conſequence of this uchappy State. This 'isthe 
cauſe, why, when we are about to dp good, evil is preſent with us, this 
is the War in our members, this 1s the Carnal luſt that reſpfts the Spi- 
rit, and is at Enmity with God, A ſett of Expreſfions, that do ex- 
treamly well repreſent the great power that this pollution of our 
Natures has upon us, and ſeem to intimate, that our (lavery under 
it, is ſo great, that it comes near to deſtroy, even the freedom of 
our wills : In ſhort, this is it which in our Prayers, deads our Faith, 
our fervency, our truſt,aud afhance in Cod, and our cloſe attention 
upon that holy duty. This is it that caſts in impertinent thoughts, 
looſe deſires, wrong ends, and the like, which are as ſo many ble 
mifhes in our Sacrifice. This 1s it that in eur hearing, or reading 
the divine truths, poſſeſſes our minds with prejudice, inadverten- 
cy, miſapplication, and ſometimes with down-right Infidelity, 
which makes it a S«vour not of Life unto Life, but of Death unto 
Death, to minds ſo fatally corrupted. In fine, this is it that in our 
moſt ſerious meditations upon our great eternal concern, make us 
light, and unſettl'd, driving to no point, or iſſue, fixing no firm, 


im noveable R2(vlution of a fincere uniform obedience to the will 
of God. 


B Agaiaſt 


(Ss) 
-  Againft this-deplorable condition, wehave' no relief, but-by our 
applications - azd /adgrefies: 1to : the .Throne: of . Grace , | zea- 
lous, and -frequent a&s' of which, make up :this habit -of Piety, 
or fear of the Lord, which makes us :acquainted- with his great and 
nom Attributes, as that his infinite power makes him able, and 
is infinite goodneſs willing to relieve us, which he does by lending 
the Comforter, the ble(ſed Spirit of Grace, by 'whoſe aſſiſtance and 
influence, we have full redreſs of all our wants, and hardſhips. 
'This powerful influence of the Spirit of God, like a good medicine, 
diffuſes its vertve every where, applys it ſelf co every diſaffeQed 
part: It bears down before it the dulnef*, and prejudice of our un- 
:derftandings, with the ſtrength and clearnefs of the divine truths, 
-and with a ſweet and endearing violence, ut {ets upon our wills;and 
unruly attcEtions, and fubdues *em to the obedience of Faith. This 
efficacy of 'the Spirit of God upon the minds of men, is call'd by 
the Prophet Jeremiah, the writing the Law in the heart, and putting 
it into the inward parts: It is call'd by cur Saviour, the Father's 
-redching, the holy Spirit's convincing men, of bn, of righteouſneſc, 
-andjndg ment : and the Apoftle St. Paul calls it, the ſpiritual revela- 
"ti0n.of Wiſdom, out of 'the Word, unto the Conſcience. And thus I 
"have ſhew'd you the reaſonablene(s and necefiiiy of Piety, or the 
devotional part of Religion, which is here call'd the Fear of the 
.Losd, with regard to our ſpiritual wants, and the way of redrel- 
1ing2em:. | 

'Qur temporal wants will be conſidered, either as we are ſingle 
perſons,/or as weare naited-into a Body-Politick, under the ſame 

common Laws and Government. 
As to our temporal wants, which concern us, as we are ſingle 
. perſons, they; are foch as'make us to depend*upon providence, . for 
the fnalleſt things we enjoy. The very preſervation of our Be- 
"40gs, is but: a icontigued creation, which makes infinite providence 
as-nect{lary topreolevve, as infinite power to create us. The com- 
mon-accidents of humane life, are ſo obvious, and yet ſo unavoid- 
+ able; chat no man living can cither by his wiſdom foreſee, or by 
his power and greatneſs prevent *em. The health and vigour of 
- the ſtrong, the plenty of the rich, and the honours of the great and 
power» 
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powerful, are ſuch, as the poſleſlors of *em cannot command'their 
Ray; nay, whilſt they do enjoy 'em, they generally have thoſe 
cares,and anxieties to attend *em,that uſually embitter the ſweeteſt 
of 'em. We have read indeed of a certain perfe&t happineſs, 
which a wiſe man was to create within himſelf, even in this world, 
without any regard to any thing without him, or above him 2 t6 
arrive at which, did ſufficiently exercite the wits, and expoſe the 
follies of ſome of the ancient Philoſophers, amongſt whom, ſome 
were to feel no pain in a fitt of the Gout or Stone 3- nor to know 
any difftererce between Phalaris's Bull, and a cool Grotto: All 
which was but a meer notion, that never came to any more than 
a few empty words : For ſome of the great pretenders to it have 
{hew'd themſelves but men, and weak ones too; in ſome of the or- 
dinary hardſhips and calamities of. humane life : Contentment 
with our condition, (tho a thing much talk*'d of by many, and tho 
many ſpecious Rules are laid down for the attainment of it) being 
{carce ever known on this ſide Heaven, infomuch that nothing c:n 
poſſibly make any condition of |.fe eaſy, or fupportable to any man, . 
that has not an eye tro ſomething.that can eaſe him of the d.fficul- 
ties that attend the acquiſition, and of the griefs and anxieties that 
follow the loſs of theſe worldly enjoyments ; ang that muſt be nv 
other, than that great and glorious B:ing who commands 'em all, 
and diſpoſeth of ?em as ſeems beſt to his Godly Wiſdom. And who« 
{oever fixeth this Principle in his mind, and aQs in purſuance of it, 
that creat's caſe, and fatrsfaion ro himſelf, from the knowledge 6 
contemplation of this Wiſe and Almighty Being, and from an in» 
tire trult, and dependance upon him, who has commanded him to: 
make his addrefles to him, and has promis'd to anſwer *em ; that's 
the wile man; that's he, that obſerves and conſiders well, what 
God commands by the mouth of the Propher Jeremiah: Let mot 
the wiſe man glory tn bis W i(dom, neither let the mighty man gtoty 138 
his might 5 let wot the rich man glory in his Riches, but let him that 
giory's, plory in this, That he un:\erflandeth, «nd knoweth me, that I 
am the Lord, wbich exerciſe Loving- kindneſs, Twdgment, and Righte« - 
ou/neſs in the Earth. | 


Neither 
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Neither do we ftand le(s in need of the goodneſs, mercy,8& boun: 
þ of God, as we are united into Societies,and bodies politick,under 
the ſame common Laws, and Government, than as we are ſingle 
perſons. Peace, plenty, trade,and commerce, fidelity, juſtice,amity, 
union of intereſts and affeAions amongſt our ſelves,a hearty zealous 
concern for the publick-weal, ſaccels of our negotiations with our 
Allies and Friends, and viQtory ever our Enemies, being all the Bleſ- 
fings of Heaven ; and as acedful for the ſupport of a Kingdom, or 
Common-wealth, as food, raiment, health of body, and tranquility 
of. mind for the behoof of any ſiagle perſon. To whom then are 
we to apply our ſelves for all or any of theſe, but to that great and 
2lorious Being, who has perfe&t knowledge, and wiſdom to under- 
{ſtand our wants, unſpeakeable love, and geodneſs to incline him, 
and Almighty power to enable hirn to relieve us. Perfect Know- 
ledge, for his anderflanding is 5:finite, unſpeakable love, and good- 
neſs; for he has told us that his mercy is over all his works, that he is 
che belper of the friendleſ5, and tho? our Father and Mother PR 
ws, yet will not he 3 and Almighty Power, becauſe we are affur'd 
that all power belongs to Goa, that the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting 
Frength, and whatſoever he pleaſes he do's, both in Heaven, and 
Earth, and in the Sea, and in all deep places. 


And theſe are the reaſons, direQions, and incouragements to this 
great duty, of fearing the Lora, or that habic of Devotion, or Piety 
tro God, which is here ſuppos'd in thoſe who are call'd upon to 
Gleſs the Lord, We have diſcover'd it to be a dictate of the Law 
of Nature, and that it is founded upon the ſenſe of our own 
wants, both ſpiritual and temporal, and the wiſdom, power and 
£00dneſs of God to redreſs *em. 


... I come now to conſider the Duty it ſelf, of Bleizg God. Con- 
cerning which, I ſhall ſhew you firſt, wherein: it conſiſts, And 
then I ſhall ſhew you, that they that fear the Lora, are the only 
perſons rightly qualify'd for the performance of this duty, 
By Bleſsing the Lord then, We underſtand in this place, our da- 
ang him all poſſible Honour in our thoughts, words and mm 
| an 


and'zealoufly endeavouring, every one in his ftation, that others 
may 40 him honour. | | Pha 
© The ingredients of honour, are Lave and Fear, and its obje 13 
oodneſs and Power united. *, Goodneſs without Power beget's 
oye onlyz and Power without Goodneſs beget's nothing but & 
ſlaviſh Fear, but both together, beget a certain affeftionare Reve- 
rence and Eſteem, which we call honour, If rhis regard be con 
fin'd to the thonghts only, it is no other, than a high eſtimation of 
thoſe Excellencies and Perfe&ions, with which he is {p emi- 
nently endow'd, as to deſerve our. Love and Reverence. If it 
break out into words, it becomes either praiſe, or thanks, and 
theſe denore our deſign to let others know rhe efteem we have fot 
the perſon whom we honour, together with the grateful ſenſe we 
have of his'paſt Favours, and our readineſs to- make the belt re- 
turns we can for any other, that he ſhall frem time to time vouch- 
fafe to confer upon usz but when it proceeds from Words to Aﬀti- 
ons; then it ſhews that we are in earneſt, then we ſhew the truth 
and ſincerity both of our hearts and words, and that we are reſolv'd 
to-omit no occaſion, of demonſtrating to the World, the value we 
have for him whom we honour : And this is what is expeRed even 
by mortal men, to whom we pay this regard, and conſequently 
cannot be deny*d to God, ina more eminent manner,that is,in due 
proportion to his infinite power, and goodneſs. And tho that ho- 
nour that is confin'd to the thoughts (being no inore than a dne 
eſtimation of thoſe Excellencies, and Perfetions that are in on 
eſpecially his goodneſs and power) does at firſt appear to, bean af 
vf. the Judgment only, and proceeding from a faculty that is not 
free, do's not ſeem to deſerve the name of a duty, can. claim no 
praiſe, nor expe a reward, yer fuch is the connexion of the will, 
and the underſtanding, and ſuch is their dependance, one upon ano» 
ther, in their operations, that they frequently partake of rhe 
vertues, and*defcRs of..cach other, and not only the underſtandi 
guides the will, but the will inclines and difpolſes the under- 
Randing, to good, as well as to evil aCts, or elſe why ſhould inkde- 
kity-be'a Sint; and Faith a Vertye, bur that, a2 ary fo, is. certain > 
F6r'the 9ctipture' plainty declares *rtito be'fueh'; x0d thereaſon 
10 C i5 
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whegce they came.., Thels) cannot but imploy.. the. thoughts, of 
BY ;who, hogpur., by 2nd. who. muſt { Noppaee xcaſon t themes 
y 5 into this conclug2n, "ht heT. 1h is 8rfatand Po erſbe t 
offs are, Wonderful, ang t are #s Ak Wy 41, Gray "0 
Sp 11]. and common matters, may pa unregarded, but, when.the 
ns the Lord is "made bare, as t Prophet Ilia exprefleth it, 


Neon is Lift up, and fretched out, who (Ir but ſee. jt, and know 
e his? wo theſe. gxtraordinary W rks, 0 f providence, als 
th only, ax ge deno i hip Pavers r, and greatneſs, t = indeed the,pegs 
ple c cupht to, hear, 4 fear,an Jo mo more proſumptionſy, : But 'when 
oy. any jnſtavee of Jus love and kindneſs JO, this. add's to our 
Everence,, {u DE. AG WM of; wr and, gratitude, 


B: A bets te hight, þ 8 Rem nt him,, _ng: ArmA 
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our affections. towards | him, $0,/3hat degree; ;thas; We: cqunt 
all. chi gr.Hrols in, comparilon of, him.) brow 090 110 389: of 
;\» The Þloy . Sczipture, gives. us; ſuck an,Idea of this-pawers and 
greatneſs, and of his mercy, and.gaqdnels,, that it, is afh,atgument 
of the moſt ſtrange ſtupidity in the, world, not-ta!be.affeRed with 
It, Who can bur tear and reverence the King of 'King 5,and Lord 
of Lards, who is, g/orious in holineſs, fear ful 1n-Prajſes; doing one 
aders:.;W ho raleth over all the Kingdoms of the Harth, aid in'mboſt 
hand. is ſuch power, and might that none. is able, to-withſtand-him; the, 
Lord Ged,,to whom belong s Greetmeſs, and Power, 'end Gloyy, end; Vi-. 
Goryland Majeſty the Great, and Mighty,aud Terrible God, wha brings, 
Princes, to nothing, and makes the Judges of the Earth as Vanity; 
who takes the Wiſe in their qwn craftineſs, - a that, the, coupiſch'of 4bs 
fromard 1s carried headlong 3, who ſcatters his. Enemieswith.a firavy 
Arm.; who can make the worms Jacob to-\thraſh the Mounguins, ant 
beat *«w-\mall, and make the Hills as chaff ;\ who gammanas the Sung. 
end it riſeth.not, and ſeals up the Stars : Who is the only true and 
living God, and everlaſting King ; at whoſe wrath, the-Harth us's 
tremble; the Nations are not able.to abide his Indignation; Whos. 
I ſay, can be;ſo-ſtnpid, as-not-ta,bave his mind conſtantly affethed 
with the thoughtwof ſuch; power and greatneſs: ; and;who canbe: 
of ſo bife and degencrate a frame of ſpirit, as not to -be tharaughly: 
aff:Qed likewiſe with a ſenſe,of his infinite; goodneſs, and mercy z: 
t» whom we. owe, our being, preſervation, and.allthe bendhisws 
enj3y, all the neceffaries, conveniences, and: plealangs;9f.this lifes. 
we haxerregeived, from. his bountiful band : neither, has 8. 
here, but given.us the reaſonabletegders, and well grounded hopes 
of a better iſe, who 1s not only, mercitul,: and gracious, but libe+ 
ral, and munificent : He not only. pardons our, fins,,that. makes/u5 
unworthy of his mercies,. but;upon .our repentance, agd-ainendr 
ment, he powers out his favgurs' with e-plextifnl band, gipes freely. 
and Tha no man, but keeps. Covenant, and. Mercy, aud will neven 
forſake them. that ſeek him 5 who fills our bearts with f0:d ant glad: 
zeſs 3 who 'ts the hope of Iſrael, and his Saviour, in the time of trom 
ble.; who has redeem'd us from. the, power of . the Sword ;\ and pho 
will deliver us iy fix troubles, yea iu =D tht no evill (ball toudhy 
TA Whew 
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: Wherthceſdexaltedand ifeftionate thoughts concerning God 
do break out inte words (as they nndoudbtedly will do, if the heart 
be' truly affeRted with the'Givine Favors) they become thar which 
woecaliPraiſc and Thanksgiving; Praiſe for his Power, and Great- 
neſi3 and Thanksgiving for his Mercy, and Goodneſs s and theſe 
are the molt noble and-perfeQ parts of Divine Worſhip ; for they 
are theimployment-of the bleſſed in Heaven, in which they ſpend 
Eternity. '''$o chat they who deſire to go thither, methinks ſhould 
take a"great deal of care and delight to habituare themſelves 'to 
that-way of ſpending their time, which is to laſt with: them for 
ever; for: wantof which, I am perſwaded it :s, that we generally 
ſee thoſe who'do not accuſtom themſelves to this duty, nor rake 
any plealure+ in the performance of it, are ſo immers'd, in this 
world, '{@ burthen'd-cither wirh the pleaſures, 'or the toyls of it, 
that as they Teen to think'of none but this world, ſo neither is it 
ptobable thir they deſire: there ſhould! be any other: Bur chey 
that feer the Lord (who have thoroughly contider'd his power 
and | yr) and that his promiſe ot happineſs cannot be made 

od to 'em in "this life, where the greateſt Riches, and Honours, 

ve their troubles, and! where the moſt retin'd pleaſures do cloy 
and {urfeit,'thoſe that moſt eagerly purſue 'emY have their minds 
imploy'd in the ſearch of more uoble, and exalted divertiſements, 
and therefore they endeavour to have a taſt of heaven, before they 
come there, which cannot be better done, than by imitation (as 
faras is polible) of thoſe that wait upon the Throne of God, fing- 
ing halle lujabs to bins that fir's upon the Throne, and to the Lemb, for 
ever and ever : hence it is that in all well conſtituted' Churches, 
Pſalms, and Hymns of praiſe and thankſgiving, are a great and 
Principal part of the publick worſhip, the decent and Solemn per- 
tormance of which, gives the minds of the Congregation, ſuch ex- 
alted \notionsof God, and*has ſuch an Air of Zealous picty in the 
manner 'of expreſling*%m. that they generaily make the deepeſt 
imprefions upon the imagination, and memory of any part of gj- 
vitee l{ervice. 1 

This ſhews the neceflity & reaſonableneſs of publick praiſe, and 
he greet and aſtoniſhing mercics that we have had at the _ 
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of God, both Spirirtual, and Tecal, both private and publick, 
do ingage us to thankſgiving, which ro an ingenuous miad is the 
molt pleaſant of all duties. 7o hide the rigteouſnefs of God in hrs 
heart, aud to conceal bis loving kindneſs, and truth {rom the great 
Congreg «tion, is what the Royal Pſalmiſt would not do no, 
he would pabliſh it with the woice of thankſz iving, aud tell of all bis 
wonrdrous works, he was reſolv'd to fing of the mercies of the Lord 
for ever, and with his mouth would he make known his faithfalneſs ts 
all generations, he woald praiſe the name of God with a Song, and mag- 
nify bim with thankſgiving. To which duty no Nation ufon the 
Earth has had more reaſonable, and frequent calls, than we. It 
Peace, Plenty, Liberty, and the mcſt excellent conſtitution of Go-» 
vernment in the world, both Civil, and Ecclcliaſtical, are Blel- 
ſings, what Nation under Heaven has fuch reaſon as we have to a- 
dore ard praiſe the divine goodnels ? 

If when our crying fins, had juſtly provok'd God to turn his face 
away [rom u , he was pleas'd to turn again and revive us with the 
light of his Countenance. When Arbitrary Pcwer (with a Jeſuir 
in the prime Miniſtry to adviſe and Circ it) was Juſt ready tola 
its Iron hands upon our Perſons and Prop:rties, and Popery wi 
all its nonſenſe an4 contradittions, ſeem'd prepar'd and authoriz'd, 
to debauch, or force our Conſciences : Then, for God to give us a 
King in his mercy, to proteCt us agaiuſt theſe worſt of evils: A 
King, whoſe hereditary Riz ht to our Monarchy made him dear to 
the Loyalz and his Wiſdem and Courage, formidable to the Tur- 
bulen!, and Diſaffeted. A King, who leem'd fram'd by Hexyen 
on purpoſe for this great Emergency; for we may be ſure, that the 
right hand which hath the preeminence ; that right hend of the Lord, 
that brines mighty things to paſs, will chuſe the fitteſt Ioftruments. 
A King who has anſwer'd this great defign'any call of Providence, 
by the moſt wiſe and effeual methods that we coul4' wiſh of im- 
avine, and refſtor'd us to Peace and Ordef, and the c6mfgrts of 
our wiſe and happy Government both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, 
th: are ſuch marks of the Divine Favour, that we have redſon'fo 
b:lieve our ſelves the pcculiar care of Hetven.' © If 'ro preferye 
the Breath of our Noſtrils, the Anotntei-'of hi Ba#Y "te 
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the ſecret praQices; and attempts, as. well as from the- 
open aſſaults of his, and our Enemies : 1 to cover his Head in 
the day of battle: If to teach his hands to war, and his firgers to fight, 
ſo, as to give him victory over the hiercelt of 'em, it ro.give bim the 
conduct, and courage to attack 8 defeat the boldeſt of their Troop”, 
(as he has lately done) within their Walls and Retrenchments, be 
a mark of the divine favonr ; ſurely it is not only a reaſonable, 
and neceſſary,but it is a pleaſant thing togrve thanks, He that can 
pretend to contain the ſenſe of ſuch mercies in his mind, without 
any publick demonſtrations of *fm, mucſt needs. have but very. 
Wight touches of the Fear of the Lord, and but very weak and un- 
abtive notions of the Operations of his hands. 


F hope none that.hear methis day are ſo regardjelſs of theſe mer 
cies as not to conſider from whoſe hands they come, how jealous 
he is of his honour, and how highly he will reſent ſo black. an'in- 
gratitude, as that of refuſing to own 'em in publick ; for a true.. 
rs pigus ſenſe of theſe, can.never be buried in the mind, but mult 

w it ſelf 1n the congregation, inthe voice of praiſe and thank(; 
gtving.to our greatand glopious Benelactor. 


But as. we are to bleſs the Lord in our thoughts and words, we 
mult do it likewiſe in our a@tons,which_is but to tell you in other 
 word-,that there isa moral as well as a devotional part of Religion, 
by which we do not only glorify God our ſelves, but we take care, 
that. ethers. He eing Onur good works, may glorify our Father which is in 
Heaven, for if we. conlider God, as the Almighty Monarch, and 
wiſe Governar of the World, a ſincere uniform praftice of ſut-- 
'xRiqn, ro his;will, and. obedience to his known Laws, is the moſt 
 pazuaral expreſſion of, our honour to him, and the moſt accep- 
Lu ES IEED 
1. .L&t.us ſuppoſe a Courtier train'd up in ali the maſt exqui- 
fite-Arts of; Court Ceremony, and demeanour 3. ſo obſervant of 
.every look, and motion of his Prince, as to do. him all the ſervices 
.6f attendance, and. addreſs that may be, never failing to attend 
his, ring, and Jying down, and fo obſequious as never tg mils any 
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publick appearance that may do him Honour 3 and yet, at the ſame 
time, do's many extravagant, and illegal things, by opprefſion'of 
his fellow-ſubjeCts, by extortion; bribery, ar cruelty, to-the difpa» 
ragement and obloquie of the King and-his Government: Such 
a perſon will never be {@ much lov'd, and vald'd by a wiſe Prince, 
as he that lives peaceably, juſtly and honeſtly in his ſtation, ob- 
ſerves the Laws of his Countrey, .aad promotes the obſervance of 
'm by. others, tho he. do. not always attend the King's preſence, 
nor pay his Court ſo.cogftantly, .and obſequicufly as the'other. 
Our Saviour tells us of thoſe, that have made /owg Prayers, bit 
have devour d Widows Houſes, and we have heard of ſome, who 
when they weat to ſcek the Lord, in a manner more ſolemn than 
ordiuary, had always ſome great miſchiet to do:: Such are fo far 
from blefſing, and glorifying God, that:they bring a diſgrace upon 
his Worſhip; they are [o far from beipg triends to his Intereft, that 
they make his Enemies to blaſpheme him. So/owor tells us, that 

he that oppreſſes the poor, reproaches God ; bud that be honour*s God, 
who has mercy upon tbe joe The wile Son of Syrec/ tells us, that 
he that keeps the Law, brings Offering enavgh.;\ ana he:that takes bred * 
#0. the Commanameut, brings s Pen Offering 3:he that requites '@. 

good turn, offers fine Flower ; and; he: that. gives Alms, ſacrificeth - 
Praiſe ; and that to forſake wnriehteouſneſs; is 4\propitiation. 


And as this way of mens glorifying God by their Aftions; & the - 
fure way of making others to glorify hum; for 15never mote're> 
markably «fteCtual, chan when:;men'io-eminent- Station 'znd Au. 
thority, are exemplary for their Vertue 4and'Pietys> Their light is 
fet upon a high Candleſtick, and ſhines a- great way, whilſt thae 
which is not ſet up, but lies low, 15either nor: ſeen, or.not regarded 
W hen our Law-givers and Magiſtrates. ſhaibhear and'obey''that 
call of the Royal-Propher ;; G:i2/e anto.the Lonld'© ye mighty 4 Give 
wat9-the Lord Glory, and Strength, Giuexuinto:the Lord the honour 
due unto bis Name; then wilt ioferiour Perſons quickly fee, that 
there is a God, to whom they owe the:ſame homage; which their 
fuperiours {o readily pay. him ; but!when not only the good Lives 
þut the good Laws, of our Magultrates, do iwganitcftly trend _ 
| ory 
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"Glory of. God, andthe promotion of Piety, then have we reaſon to 
believes that Godis inthe midſt of us, that he preſides in our coun- 


cels, and will, 1nfluence-alt our ations, for the pulick go0d. *I do 
not pretend to; preſcribe here, neither am I able to ihſtrutt the uni- 
ted wiſdom of this'Nation, inany of the Political part of their du- 
ty-: all thac I ſhall cake upon me to ſay, is this, that there are two 


things. very dear to-God,; his :Mizifers, and his Worſbip; and [ 


doubt not, but thoſe whoſe buſineſs ir is to ſettle affairs upon 'the 
beſt and' and ſurc{t foundations, will take care of theſe in a peculiar 
Manner. - [;) vn 


And: thus I have ſhew'd you what iris to bleſs the Lord, it is to 


&h0 him:all.poflible honour ourſelves, ia our thoughts, words and 


aQtions, and to endeavour, every one in his ſtation that others-may 
do him honour. | 


I come now-to-ſhew that they that Fr the Lord, are the only 
perſons fit to-perform this duty ; For « foo! (that is in the Scrip- 
ture Language'a wicked man) does. nor underſtand this, an unwiſe 
4x does -not-confider it, he his laid in his heart, there is ns God, and 
therefore is:certainly very unfit to-honour him ; he that would 
rob him of 'his *Being; will pay but little deference to his At- 
tributes: Nay, tho he were convinc'd of the being of a God, 
yet indoing him honour, he is ſo out of his element, all the princi- 
pal aQts of Piety 1lye ſo.0dd and untoward to his genius, and in» 
clination,thatwe can expect from him but very low and worth. 
leſs performances in this: kind : for this thing being ſuch as muſt 
not only 'deeply-affect the rhoughts, but ſhew it ſelf in mens words 
and aQieng,no: man muſt: think todo it, ina ſlight or perfun&o- 
ry /manger;;for.it3s/one ofthe grand and principal buſineſſes of hu- 
man Life,” and: multeBeperform?d: with -all imaginable Zeal, and 
application... .A hypocrite may.'for\ ſome by-erids, or'ito gain the 
reputation of Piety, attend the time, and place: of publick praiſe 


- Aandthankſgiving, but his heart-being rotten, that vitiates all, and 


(thoit. may deceive men):is of no value with God. | ' A ſenſual li- 
bertins being perhaps tyr'd inthe purſuit of bis plealures,.or eldy'd 


with 
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with the enjoyment of *em, may at his leiſu. .. iis look inward: 
a little, and by the light of Nature,(that witne/s 4 elf, which 
God has ſet up in the heart of every man) form ſome honourable 
thoughts of God ; but theſe ſeldom break out into any afts of 
pure, and ſincere devotion, much les into the ſpiritual and exalted 
ones of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. As for the ſordid worldling, 
who by fraud, and cruelty,and by grinding the face of the poor, has 
wade haſt to be rich, he can have but little reſpeCt for the true God, . 
having another God of his own : for the Seripture fays he's an 
Holater z he calls Juſtice, and Charity,but ill management, and the 
Service of God, loſs of timez-ſo that there is no fort of habitnal 
impenitent ſinner that can be any ways fitted for this duty. None 
but thoſe that Fear the Lord, none but thoſe that have fix't in their 


1 minds true and genuine notions of his power and goodneſs: 


Theſe are they whoſe mouths will ſhew forth his righteouſneſs and 
ſalvation all the day long, and will ſay as we all have reaſon to do 
for his ſignal and repeated mercies, Bleſſed be the Lord our God who 
only does wonarous thing s, and bleſſed be his glorious Name for ever 5 
And let thewhole Earth be fil'd with his Glory, Amen, Amen. 


